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• 
Free high-quality legal services should be provided to local authorities, national 
authorities and civil society organisations to fully understand the consequences of 
public-private-partnerships negotiations, so that public control can be guaranteed. 

• 
A

n inter-m
inisterial dialogue on gender should be established and incorporated into the 

existing m
inisterial netw

orks. This should be supported by regular contact betw
een the 

public sector and civil society to m
onitor progress m

ade on gender m
ainstream

ing in 
Integrated W

ater R
esource M

anagem
ent.  

 
H

ow
 can I get involved? 

�
 C

ontact your ow
n Federation and ask about their activities 

�
 C

ontact a m
em

ber of the Taskforce (see page 3) and/or a m
em

ber of the S
tanding 

C
om

m
ittee on E

nvironm
ent of B

P
W

 International: see w
w

w
.bpw

-international.org 
�

 B
ecom

e a W
ater A

m
bassador and send an em

ail to: w
ater@

bpw
nl.nl. The tasks of the 

“w
ater am

bassadors” entail: 
o 

B
e the liaison betw

een the Taskforce and active w
om

en in their region/ 
com

m
unity 

o 
R

eport about projects, good exam
ples, ideas etc. on w

ater(m
anagem

ent) 
o 

“translate” inform
ation both w

ays; help create aw
areness 

o 
A

ssist local groups or “organize” assistance (from
 the Taskforce or others) 

o 
assist / be part of the “W

om
en W

ater W
atch”, m

onitoring the B
eijng+10  and 

m
illennium

 goals in relation to w
ater issues  

�
 B

ecom
e a m

em
ber of an existing (local) netw

ork for w
ater m

anagem
ent 

�
 S

tart asking questions about the w
ater situation in your area (see w

ebsite) 
�

 G
et involved in one of the projects (see w

ebsite) or set up your ow
n! 

�
 Find supporters and funding for the projects and Taskforce 

�
 S

afe w
ater in and around your hom

e and at w
ork (see suggestions at the w

ebsite) 

    

                                              
 

       w
w

w
.bpw

nl.nl/w
ater                                                     w

ater@
bpw

nl.nl 
P

.O
. B

ox 184, 1260 A
D

 B
laricum

, the N
etherlands 
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W
hy W

om
en for W

ater? 

W
ater is:  

  E
verybody’s business;  especially w

om
en 

  A
 public com

m
on good 

  A
 vulnerable resource 

W
e have to:  

  C
hange our focus 

  Take responsibility 
  A

ct locally and join forces globally 

W
hen there is no W

ater, there is no life. W
ithout safe drinking w

ater and 
w

ithout clean fresh w
ater, w

e cannot grow
 food, sustain our ow

n existence. 

“W
ater is everybody’s business”: it is not only the business of technicians, of 

w
om

en in countries w
here there is a w

ater shortage, of farm
ers or governm

ents, but of all 
of us. In m

ost cases use of w
ater is unbalanced. It is up to civil society to express their 

needs, com
e up w

ith good local solutions and insist on balancing the m
anagem

ent and 
use of w

ater. 

G
ood “ w

ater m
anagem

ent” is about “behavior”. W
ater developm

ent and 
m

anagem
ent should be participatory, involving users, planners and policy m

akers at all 
levels – as also stated in the “D

ublin P
rinciples”  

M
ajor conflicts in our tim

es w
ill be about w

ater. W
ater or lack thereof is the m

ain 
reason for conflict in the future. There can be no dem

ocracy and no peace w
ithout control 

over a m
ain resource like w

ater by the people(s) them
selves. 

S
afe and affordable w

ater is a hum
an right. W

ater is central in sustainable 
developm

ent and poverty eradication. 

W
om

en play a central and essential role; they are the m
ain users and suppliers 

in m
any parts of the w

orld. W
om

en m
otivate and educate; take action. G

overnm
ents are 

slow
 in im

plem
enting their ow

n principles and som
etim

es do not even know
 how

 to do 
this. 

G
ender-sensitive, environm

entally sound, locally appropriate and affordable 
technologies are needed to realize the w

ater and sanitation targets. 

B
P

W
 International decided to be part of the “W

om
en for W

ater Initiative” and, after 
discussion off a resolution at the X

X
IV

th   C
ongress in 2002, set up an International Taskforce 

“ W
om

en for W
ater” 
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W
hat does the Taskforce do? 

The taskforce (m
em

bers) have the follow
ing tasks: 

I. 
S

et up of taskforce: 
a. 

(at least) O
ne m

em
ber in every region 

b. 
Link up w

ith m
em

bers of the S
tanding C

om
m

ittee on E
nvironm

ent and 
R

egional C
oordinators  

II. 
D

efine issues and projects and find partners 
III. 

“S
pread the w

ord” and m
otivate w

om
en all over to participate 

IV
. 

Find and/or create tools for w
om

en to participate, get ideas about their involvem
ent, 

their (possible) contribution 
V

. 
G

et funding (E
U

, national governm
ents, “private” funds) 

V
I. 

Find and “coach” w
om

en as “w
ater am

bassadors” 
V

II. 
O

n request – assist Federations in setting up national taskforces on “w
ater” 

V
III. 

S
et up w

ebsite for info exchange and com
m

unication 
IX

. 
S

et up know
ledge bank / databank:  “best practise” and inform

ation 
X

. 
S

tim
ulate and assist in building gender accountability into policies and accounts in the 

w
ater and sanitation sectors by assisting in further developing the necessary tool(s) 

and lobbying for their use 
X

I. 
S

et up “W
om

en for W
ater W

atch” to m
onitor the developm

ent of A
genda 21 and the 

m
illennium

 goals as far as “W
ater” is the issue 

X
II. 

P
articipate actively in influencing governm

ent-policies regarding Integrated W
ater 

R
esource M

anagem
ent (IW

R
M

) e.g. by taking part in international (U
N

) conferences 
related to the subject, becom

ing a m
em

ber of the G
lobal W

ater P
artnership 

X
III. 

P
rom

ote participation of B
P

W
 federations  – w

here possible – in national w
ater 

partnerships 
X

IV
. 

S
tim

ulate (and assist) B
P

W
 w

om
en at national / regional level to participate actively in 

the influencing of governm
ent-policies regarding IW

R
M

  
X

V
. 

Together w
ith the S

tanding C
om

m
ittee on Legislation assist in setting up free high-

quality legal services to assist in understanding the consequences of public-private 
partnership negotiations, so that public control over public-private partnerships can be 
guaranteed 

X
V

I. 
A

ssist in setting up (local) projects, find funding, course-developm
ent. 

 C
urrent projects and plans already carried out and the planning up to l M

ay 2005, can be 
found on the w

ebsite: w
w

w
.bpw

nl.nl/w
ater in the Taskforce P

lan of A
ction etc.
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W

ho are the m
em

bers of the Taskforce and how
 to contact them

? 
• 

R
ita A

ssogna, G
erm

any: R
ita.assogna@

t-online.de 
• 

A
lice B

oum
an, N

etherlands, one of the coordinators of the “W
om

en for W
ater 

Initiative”: alice@
genderenduurzaam

heid.nl 
• 

D
ianne G

lenn, N
ew

 Zealand: D
ianne.glenn@

bpw
-international.org  

• 
P

at Lunn, U
K

, C
hair of the S

tanding C
om

m
ittee on E

nvironm
ent:   

pat.lunn@
bpw

-international.org 
• 

Y
ara R

osenm
ann – B

lochtein, B
rasil, m

em
ber of the S

tanding C
om

m
ittee on 

E
nvironm

ent of B
P

W
 International: yaraeco@

terra.com
.br 

• 
E

lise S
onnenberg, S

outh A
frica: esonnenberg@

delsw
a.co.za 

• 
Lesha W

itm
er, The N

etherlands, C
hair of the Taskforce: w

ater@
bpw

nl.nl 
Y

ou can reach the m
em

bers by using the em
ail addresses, stated above. 

M
em

bers in the A
sian region and the A

rabic countries w
ill be added in the future. 

 
W

hat does the Taskforce advocate? 
• 

“W
ater for Life” is a good initiative, but w

e don’t w
ant to w

ait until 2012 or 2015 to get 
safe w

ater. Low
 cost sustainable solutions can be im

plem
ented im

m
ediately and help 

create 
local 

em
ploym

ent. 
S

uccessful 
program

m
es 

need 
to 

be 
carried 

by 
the 

local 
com

m
unities, have a gender perspective and equal participation of w

om
en at all levels. 

• 
“W

ater is everybody’s business. It is up to civil society to express their needs, com
e up 

w
ith good local solutions and insist on balancing the m

anagem
ent and use of w

ater 
• 

G
ood “w

ater m
anagem

ent” is about “behavior”. W
ater developm

ent and m
anagem

ent 
should be participatory, involving users, planners and policy m

akers at all levels – as also 
stated in the “D

ublin P
rinciples” 

• 
M

ajor conflicts in our tim
es w

ill be about w
ater. W

ater or lack thereof w
ill be the m

ain 
reason for conflict in the future. There can be no dem

ocracy and no peace w
ithout control 

over m
ain resources like w

ater by the people(s) them
selves.  

• 
S

afe and affordable w
ater is a hum

an right. W
ater is central in sustainable developm

ent 
and poverty eradication. 

• 
W

om
en play a central and essential role; they are the m

ain users and suppliers in m
any 

parts of the w
orld. W

om
en should be equipped for and show

 leadership in this field: 
m

otivate and educate; take action 
• 

W
om

en's organisations should form
 a G

lobal W
om

en's W
ater W

atch enhancing the 
im

plem
entation 

of 
the 

W
om

en's 
W

ater 
A

genda. 
S

uch 
a 

platform
 

could 
provide 

governm
ents w

ith valuable feedback. 
• 

P
rom

ote 
affordable 

efficient 
sustainable 

solutions 
such 

as 
eco-sanitation, 

organic 
farm

ing, rainw
ater-harvesting and decentralized w

aste-w
ater treatm

ent 
• 

G
ender-sensitive, environm

entally sound, locally appropriate and affordable technologies 
are needed to realize the w

ater and sanitation targets 
• 

G
ender R

esponsive B
udget Initiatives (G

R
B

Is) should be introduced in the w
ater sector, 

as 
these 

w
ill 

enable 
governm

ents, 
donors, 

m
ulti-lateral 

agencies 
and 

civil 
society 

organizations 
to 

be 
accountable 

to 
their 

com
m

itm
ents 

to 
gender 

equity, 
poverty 

eradication, sustainable developm
ent and rights-based governance. 

 


